
 Traveling is 
such fun!  Last week I 
was invited to speak to 
the librarians in Alexan-
dria at Douglas MacAr-
thur Elementary School 
and I had a great time.  
The library was warm 
and wonderful.  There 
were clouds hanging from 
the ceilings and wonder-
ful displays of books just 
waiting for a child to 
grab.  I had a chance to 
learn about the chal-
lenges that they face each 
day and to share with 
them some of the many 
tasks that I work on here 
at DOE.  My thanks to 
Peggy Koplitz and her 
wonderful crew for invit-
ing me to come for a visit.   

 Speaking of 
traveling...the VEMA 
regionals are starting 
soon and I encourage 

each of you to register to 
attend the one scheduled 
for your region.  I am 
always energized when I 
come back from seeing all 
the wonderful things that 
are being accomplished 
by you.  I hope to see 
many of you in March, 
April and May as I work 
my way from end-to-end 
of this state.  Maybe we 
could do a “Where in the 
state is Charlie contest?”  
I could give Matt Lauer 
and Carmen Sandiago a 
run for their money and 
test your geography skills 
at the same time! 

 Okay, don’t dis-
appoint me. Last week I 
asked you to send me 
ways that you encourage 
the love of reading in 
your buildings and as of 
right now, I have not 
heard from any of you!  I 

am positive that you have 
wonderful ideas and you 
have great pictures that 
you want to share but 
just haven’t done any-
thing with them yet.  I 
can’t produce a Valen-
tine’s Day edition if I 
don’t hear from you.  
Come on, send me your 
best!   

Check out the Library 
pages at  

http://
www.doe.virginia.gov/
VDOE/Technology/OET/
library.shtml 
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Charlie’s Chatter 

Website of Interest 
Monthly Calendars  
http://www.theteacherscorner.net/
calendars/february.htm 
 
  See the calendar on page 2 

The 100th day of school? 

http://
www.globalclassroom.org/100days.h
tml 

Famous Birthdays:   
Thomas Edison, Abraham Lin-
coln, Susan B. Anthony, and 
George Washington 
Find out more at: 
http://www.suelebeau.com/februar
y.htm 
And at: 
http://webtech.kennesaw.edu/jche
ek3/february.htm 
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Alexandria City Schools Librarians help students to dream about all the wonderful 
books @ their library  
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'Innertrode technology') would take a 
picture of you and display it online. A 
picture of a monkey's face was then 
shown. 
 
Oklahoma Association of Wine Producers 
(Wayback Machine)  
Oklahoma does have a (small) wine indus-
try, but this was not its homepage. In-
stead, this site was a spoof. 
 
and for other hoaxes 
 
Feline Reactions to Bearded Men 
http://www.sree.net/stories/feline.html 
 
California’s Velcro Crop  
http://www.umbachconsulting.com/
miscellany/velcro.html 
 
and for checking out the email scams  
http://www.snopes.com/ 

 The Graveyard of Hoax Web-
sites 
http://www.museumofhoaxes.com/
hoaxsitesgr.html 
These aren't sites about hoaxes. These are 
sites that were, themselves, hoaxes.  
This is where hoax websites get buried 
when they're dead. It's a sad fact of the 
internet that a substantial portion of it is 
disappearing all the time. This creates a 
problem for those of us interested in look-
ing at it retrospectively. So I've created 
this list of hoax websites that are no 
more, just to give a sense of what used to 
be. Happily, portions of these dead sites 
are often preserved by the Internet Way-
back Machine, and when this is the case 
I've provided a link to that archive. Also, 
in a few cases I happen to have saved a 
screenshot of the site. In these instances, 
I provide a link to that also.  
 

Continental Drift Cam (Screen Grab) 
(Wayback Machine) 
Observe the continents as they drift 
apart. Offers a convenient slow-motion 
mode. This site was created around 1997, 
but appears to have ceased to exist some-
time in 2002. 
 
The Golden Gate Tunnel (Wayback Ma-
chine) 
The official web site of the Golden Gate 
Tunnel and the Golden Gate Tunnel 
Store. 
 
Magic WebCam (Wayback Machine)  
I was never sure whether this should 
have been classified as a hoax or just a 
gag (and it was a pretty old gag, at that), 
but I included it in the list of hoax web-
sites anyway. This site asked you to line 
your face up in front of the monitor, and 
then their website (powered by 
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Check these out! 
 Thomson Gale Offers Free Resources for Women's History Month 
Biographies of Coretta Scott King, Abigail Adams, and the many others who have shaped women's history will be 
available, along with classroom topics, literary selections, and a historic timeline. http://www.gale.com/
free_resources/whm 

Power Search is coming soon-Watch for details 
For an advance preview of what is coming 
soon to a library near you…. 
  
 Thomson Gale is happy 
to continue with a new set of online semi-
nars called "PowerSearch Fridays."   At 
these seminars, held at the very least every 
Friday, we will be demonstrating Thomson 
Gale's new platform -- Thomson Gale Power-
Search.  This new platform allows for the 
cross-search of Gale databases -- more than 
11,000 InfoTrac periodicals and hundreds 
of Thomson Gale and partner eBooks.   
  If you've never attended a webinar 
before, here's how it works:  1) Regis-
ter using the links below, 2) You will receive 
a confirmation email before the meet-
ing time with another link that you click at 
the time of the meeting -- give yourself a few 
minutes before the meeting as you may be 
prompted to download the meeting man-
ager, a quick download  3) Call into the 
teleconference 4) Sit back, watch the screen, 

listen and ask questions.  I will be on 
the phone and available to answer 
questions.  
  In the following seminars, 
you will get a glimpse of the new tech-
nology, the unique content that Thom-
son Gale offers, and you will also be 
introduced to a new service called Ac-
cessMyLibrary.  With this service, we 
will show you how you can bring users 
of popular search engines like Google 
and Yahoo back to your library! 
  Libraries across the world are 
migrating to PowerSearch.   Please 
click on one of the links below to regis-
ter for the seminar. 
  
Friday, February 17th, 2006 
at 10AM EST   
https://btconferencing.webex.com/
btconferencing/j.php?
ED=89716712&RG=1 
 

Friday, February 17th, 2006 
at 2PM EST  
https://btconferencing.webex.com/
btconferencing/j.php?
ED=89716767&RG=1 
 
 Seats are limited, so please 
sign up soon.  If you can't attend the 
above sessions, more seminars will 
be available on every Friday this 
year.  If this time is inconvenient for 
you, please let me know and we can 
arrange for another session. 
 Feel free to pass on to your col-
leagues! 
  
Thanks and I look forward to talking 
to you .  
 Nader M. Qaimari 
Director - InfoTrac® and Power-
Search 
Office:  248.699.8139 
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We can not control the wind 
but we can adjust the sails. 

101 North 14th Street 
Richmond VA 23219 

Phone: 804-786-9412 
Fax: 804-371-2455 
E-mail: Charlie.Makela@doe.virginia.gov 
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From: 
Learning Right From Wrong in the 
Digital Age by Doug Johnson, 
(Linworth Publications) 
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